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NEXT MEETING
7.30 pm Tuesday 18/1/22

I hope you all had a suitably festive Christmas and new year and
that Santa was generous to you in the hobby department. We are
half way through January already and it’s time for out first gathering of the new year,. We are keeping it simple this month with nothing special planned, just the usual get together with each other and
a chance to see what people have been working on.
Next month we plan to finally hold our rotary wings contest so to all
those intending to enter a model or 2 the clock is ticking.

2022 IPMS NZ nationals Announcement

Royal Oak Bowls
146 Selwyn St, Onehunga

COMMITTEE
Chairman - Craig Sargent

John Watkins

Secretary - Brett Peacock

Lance Whitford

The IPMS NZ 2022 nationals are scheduled for the weekend of 1-2
October down in Dunedin. Some of us have already started making plans to attend and would encourage any other Auckland members to consider making the trip south. These events are always
very enjoyable and are a great opportunity to meet modellers from
all around the country. I have very fond memories of the last nationals I attended in Dunedin and am looking forward to this event.
The event will be held at the Otago museum which is centrally located which makes it very convenient for out of town visitors

Treasurer - Mark Robson

EDITOR: Lance Whitford
e: lancewhitford@hotmail.com
WEBMASTER:

EMAIL: ipmsauckland@gmail.com
WEB: ipmsauckland.hobbyvista.com
YAHOO:
groups.yahoo.com/group/ipmsauckland
FACEBOOK:
Link from the IPMS Auckland Website
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BULLETIN BOARD
NEW MEMBERS AND SUBS ****** 2021/22 NOW DUE ******
Subs for 2021/22 now due -see below for club account details or see the club secretary

Membership Description
Type
Full

Cost

Living in the Auckland Metropolitan Area

NZ$45

Out Of Town Living 75km or more from central Auckland

NZ$30

Junior

NZ$25

Same rights as full membership for those under 16

IPMS BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER
03 0162 0012960 00
Please add your name and details
so we know who has paid!

EVENTS
CLUB NIGHT EVENTS
IPMS Auckland Meet on the
second Tuesday of each month
at 7.30pm

MODELLING EVENTS
IPMS NZ nationals October 1-2, Dunedin

Venue: The Sports Lounge
Royal Oak Bowls
146 Selwyn St, Onehunga
January

18/1/22. New Year
catchup .

February

15/2/22. Rotary wings
night. Our postponed
event in memory of the
late Henry Ludlam.
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BULLETIN
BOARD
BLLETIN BOARD
CLUB SUPPORT
The following retailers have
kindly agreed to offer IPMS
Auckland club members a
discount on their purchases
upon presentation of their
current IPMS Auckland Membership card.
The discount only applies on
selected product lines and
remains at the discretion of
the retailer.

Unit 5/1 Greenwich Way,
Unsworth Heights, Auckland.
Ph: (09) 441 3562
10% on kits and modelling
supplies

Merv Smith Hobbies
27 Davis Crescent
Newmarket
Auckland
10% off most items on
presentation of IPMS Auckland Membership Card.

Avetek Limited

ModelAir
349 Dominion Road
Mount Eden
Auckland
p: 09 520 1236

Gwyn and Christina Avenell
28 Lauren Grove, RD 2, Papakura,
Auckland 2582, New Zealand.
p: +64 (09) 298 4819,
m: +64 (0)27 343 2290
e: aveteknz@gmail.com
www.avetek.co.nz
New Zealand Master Agents
for:
Auszac ECO Balsa • Bob
Smith Industries - Cyanoacrylates and Epoxies •
Airsail International Kitsets

Cnr Market Rd & Gt South Rd
Auckland
Ph: (09) 520 1737
10% on kits and modelling
supplies
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ICM FCM 36 Light Tank
By Lance Whitford

I called into Constellation Hobbies over the break and noticed that they had imported a few ICM
kits, this FCM 36 being one that caught my eye. I have always thought that this is an attractive
subject because of it’s futuristic shape which reminds me of a Dalek and also the exotic colour
schemes it was delivered in are nice. The FCM 36 is equivalent to the Renault R35 in terms of
design requirements and usage, i.e. it was meant to be an updated take on the WW 1 FT-17, a 2
man infantry tank. FCM did not have access to the large casting capabilities that some of the
other French manufacturers like Renault and Hotchkiss and so they opted to produced a welded
steel design with well sloped plates that offered increased protection while adding little extra
weight. This design was produced before the Russians adopted the same idea for their legendary T-34.
In combat, the FCM 36 was not a great success as strategy and tactics had moved on and the
German Blitzkrieg swept through France. In tank vs tank fighting the armour proved to be a success but the puny 37mm low velocity cannon was ineffective against the German tanks even
though their armour was not overly thick at that point of the war. The Germans subsequently repurposed the FCM 35 as part of the Becker conversion program and like many other French
tanks, it became the basis for an expedient tack destroyer mounting the famous 75mm Pak 40
anti tank gun.
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ICM are the first and so far only manufacturer to release this unusual tank in plastic and I commend them on producing a kit of such an interesting subject such as this along with some of the
other French WW2 subjects that other manufacturers have not bothered to touch. The kit has
now been issued in several releases but essentially the parts are identical.
The kit is fairly conventional in it’s parts layout insofar as the unconventional hull design allows.
As is normal today there is no evidence of flash. The plastic is on the medium soft side and
should not cause too many headaches. There are a number of very small parts which will require
careful removal and cleanup, not to mention protection from the dreaded carpet monster. The kit
does not rely on alignment pins and has a number of butt joints which will require extra care
when assembling. Very little internal detail is provided for those wishing to model open hatches,
ICM supply a combination canon/machine gun mount and some details for the inside of the turret
hatch. There are 3 individual sprues with the one carrying the suspension and other details being duplicated.
The kit comes with old style flexible tracks which are made up of 2 lengths per side. The FCM
36’s track design is not overly complex and a lot of their length is effectively hidden from view so
the vinyl tracks look ok. The FCM 36 has a suspension that looks very much like a shrunken version of the British Matilda tank’s. with a 4 small bogies each mounting 4 small steel wheels. ICM
have supplied 2 sprues of chain links which get clipped together through a slit in every second
link which looks a little tedious to assemble but will certainly loot the part when done.
The kit is rounded out with a small decal sheet covering 2 quite different schemes the first,
shown on the box art is a 2 tone green over sand pattern while the second option is for a more
complex multicolored scheme which is similar to a vehicle that is now preserved in the French
tank museum at Saumur.
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If you like quirky French tanks then this one is well worth a look. My intention with this kit is to
do an out of the box build and focus on the paint scheme. I f that goes well I may look to do a
second, more detailed build sometime in the future
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Airfix news highlights for 2022
By Brett Peacock
The Highlights are the 1/24 scale Spitfire Ixc (All New Tool, not a rebox of the Mk 1 with new
parts!.), The Avro Anson Mk I in 1/48th (Kiwi Modellers Rejoice! ) and the Brand New-tooled
Blackburn Buccaneer S.2! In 1/72 there is a new Meteor F8, all 3 V Bombers (at the same
time!),a new boxing of the C-47 Dakota and a whole bunch of “Classic” kits re-released, including
their original Anson!)
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ICM Mitsubishi Ki-21Ib "Sally" Announcement
By Brett Peacock
ICM have announced the release in Quarter
4 of 2022 of both a 1/72 and 1/48 (If it is in
both scales in unconfirmed but likely_)
Bomber. (the type used at Kalkin-Gol in
1939) but it is sure to be part of a family of Ki
-21s.
2 Images found of some of the parts layout:
Cockpit and Engines. One modeller noted in
the photos discussion, that, like the MPM
1/72 kit, it uses the wrong defensive Mgs ones never used in the Ki21.
I am sure this will be good news for anyone
who likes Japanese Aircraft of WW2.
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Some announcements from Infinity Models
in the Czech Republic.....
By Brett Peacock

Mirek posted this schedule of Infinity future releases over on Modelforum.cz
with the comment that the there could be changes in future, as well as other new models included
however, Kate and Me-410 in plastic!
https://www.modelforum.cz/viewtopic.php?f=1&t=105045&start=4530
2022:
INF 3203. Vampire F.Mk.3
INF 3204. Vampire F.B.Mk.5
INF 3205 Val
INF 3208 Kate
2023:
INF 3210 Me-410
INF 3207 Z-37A Cmelak
INF 3206 Wyvern
INF 3209 Beaufighter TF. X
Next:
INF 3211 L-39C
INF 3213 L-13 Blanik
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Check out our Website gallery for photos taken of models at our
monthly meetings
http://ipmsauckland.hobbyvista.com

And as usual -check out the IPMS Auckland website as we’re trying to keep the content a bit more dynamic. We won’t be regurgita ng content found on other websites but will provide links to sites we think
are of interest to members.
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