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From the Editor 

 

 

IPMS New Zealand Nationals 2023 link 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ipmsnznats2023 

 

I hope you managed to get a little modelling time in over the long 
weekend. The nationals are only eleven weeks away so time is run-
ning out to get those projects finished. Planning continues for the 
nationals with the trophies ordered and many other details in the 
works.  

This months meeting has a Science Fiction theme so please bring 
along any Sci Fi models you have completed or that are still in pro-
gress to share with the group.  
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BULLETIN BOARD 
NEW MEMBERS AND SUBS  ******  2023/24 NOW DUE ******

Subs for 2023/24 now due - see below for club account details or see the club secretary  

 IPMS BANK ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 

03 0162 0012960 00 
Please add your name and de-
tails so we know who has paid! 

Membership 
Type 

Description Cost 

Full Living in the Auckland 
Metropolitan Area 

NZ$45 

Out Of Town Living 75km or more from 
central Auckland  

NZ$30 

Junior Same rights as full mem-
bership for those under 
16 

NZ$25 

EVENTS 
CLUB NIGHT EVENTS 
IPMS Auckland Meet on the 
third Tuesday of each month at 
7.30pm 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IPMS New Zealand Nationals 2023 link 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ipmsnznats2023 
 
 
 

18/7/23 

July  

Show us your Si Fi. A 
chance to find out more 
abut Sci Fi modelling  

  

  

Venue: The Sports Lounge  

Royal Oak Bowls  

146 Selwyn St, Onehunga  
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BLLETIN BOARD 
 
 

  

 
The following retailers have 
kindly agreed to offer IPMS 
Auckland club members a 
discount on their purchases 
upon presentation of their 
current IPMS Auckland Mem-
bership card.  
The discount only applies on 
selected product lines and 
remains at the discretion of 
the retailer. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ModelAir 
349 Dominion Road  
Mount Eden 
Auckland  
p: 09 520 1236 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Cnr Market Rd & Gt South Rd 
Auckland  
Ph: (09) 520 1737 
 
10% on kits and modelling 
supplies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 5/1 Greenwich Way, 
Unsworth Heights, Auck-
land. 
Ph: (09) 441 3562  
 
10% on kits and modelling 
supplies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Merv Smith Hobbies 
 
27 Davis Crescent 
Newmarket 
Auckland 
 
10% off most items on 
presentation of IPMS Auck-
land Membership Card.   
 
 
 
 
 
Avetek Limited 
 
Gwyn and Christina Avenell 
28 Lauren Grove, RD 2, Pa-
pakura,  
Auckland 2582, New Zea-
land. 
p: +64 (09) 298 4819,  
m: +64 (0)27 343 2290 
e: aveteknz@gmail.com 
www.avetek.co.nz 
New Zealand Master Agents 
for: 
Auszac ECO Balsa • Bob 
Smith Industries - Cy-
anoacrylates and Epoxies • 
Airsail International Kitsets 
 

CLUB SUPPORT 

BULLETIN BOARD
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July Update 
Our online entry for went live this week. At the time of printing we have 35 confirmed entries. There are a good 
number of out of town entries amongst those.  See the chart below to get an ide of the spread of entries so far. 

 

 

Don’t forget that we are also taking online reservations for the Nationals Dinner.  

A link to our online registration forms are featured at the top of our Nationals Facebook page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ipmsnznats2023 
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Asuka U.S.MC. M4A2 (75) Sherman  
“CAESAR” 

By Lance Whitford 

Fisher Body produced around 1000 examples of the large hatch 75mm M4A2 from November 
1943 through May, 1944. The main recipients of these tanks were the USSR via Lend-Lease and 
to a lesser degree the US Marine Corps. Both preferred diesel-powered tanks like the M4A2. The 
main difference between tanks sent to the USSR and USMC was the type of radio fitted. The 
USSR tanks were generally fitted with British designed No. 19 wireless sets which were compati-
ble with Soviet equipment. The key visible difference being the twin aerial setup of the No19 and 
the single aerial of US sets such as the SCR-508.  

The large hatch hulls were designed to improve accessibility for the crew. The larger hatches 
forced a turret design change because the radio bustle on the original Sherman turret could catch 
on the new hatches when rotated. The ‘high bustle’ turret design was introduced to fix this. Asuka 
have reused the high bustle turret introduced with their M4A3 75mm kit along with lower hull, run-
ning gear, engine deck and other parts from earlier M4A2 kits to provide the basis for this new 
variant.  There are existing 1/35th scale kits of the same subject, from Dragon and Zvezda re-
spectively. The Dragon kit is quite old needs bit of TLC while the Zvezda offering has some seri-
ous issues with both the turret shape and the shape of the final drive casting.  

Italeri and Academy also offer versions of the large-hatch M4A2 5mm equipped with wading 
stacks but these also have their fair share of accuracy issues. On comparison, Asuka’s offering is 
clearly superior to all the earlier kits in overall accuracy and detail. 
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Asuka have made a name for themselves by producing a slowly expanding range of high-quality 
Sherman variants with a Lego-like interchangeability of parts. This release of a large hatch 75mm 
M4A2 follows that tradition. The bulk of the kit parts will be familiar to those who have built earlier 
releases. I wont dwell on the older parts too much as it is sufficient to say that these are tried and 
true, accurate and well detailed. The new components include an early large-hatch hull, the Bar-
ber-Coleman exhaust deflector fitted to late war M4A2’s and a set of T54E1 tracks.  

The  new upper hull adapted from on their earlier M4A3 tooling features  an open slot for the driv-
ers’ ventilator, holes for the grouser stowage, a revised  slope for the rear plate and minor detail 
changes 
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Below are details of the real exhaust deflector followed by Asuka’s new parts  for this area 
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Here is a picture of a test shot showing how the new deflector is installed. Below that are images 
of the new T54E1 pattern tracks included with the kit. Some may not like the ‘rubber band’ type 
tracks but there are plenty of aftermarket alternatives for those who think that way.  
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Some of the parts intro-
duced with earlier kits that 
are included are worth not-
ing. As can be seen form 
the image below, you get a 
choice of bogeys - with 
both the horizontal return 
roller brackets used in ini-
tial production batches and 
the later upswept variety 
specified in the instruc-
tions. There are also 3 
styles of roadwheels pro-
vided and all were used at 
various times during pro-
duction of large hatch 
M4A2’s.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A small but useful PE fret is 
included  there are plastic 
alternatives in the kits for 
those who don’t care for 
PE 
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Asuka have chosen to pitch this release as a USMC variant with 3 different marking op-
tions provided.  
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I’m always interested in the conversion potential of kits and this kit does not disappoint in this re-
spect.  What we get in the box allows us not only to build the kit subjects but goes a long way to 
provide all the parts required to build a representation of all production variations of the large 
hatch 75mm M4A2 out of the box. By that I mean several options are available in the box due to 
the re-use of older sprues.  We have already touched on the running gear  and in addition, the kit 
includes the early style exhaust deflector that was still used in very early examples before it was 
superseded by the Barber-Coleman type. The only significant item missing from the mix needed 
to build the model as an early production type is a low bustle turret with reinforced cheek armour 
and no pistol port. Asuka can supply a sprue with those parts via their web shop. The kit also 
makes conversion to an early 76mm example quite straight forward as it is basically just a turret 
swap with an Asuka M4A3 76mm kit. The new upper hull also lends itself to conversion to an M4 
105 as the hull is spot on for this as the rear hull angle is identical to the M4. Asuka don’t yet pro-
duce a 105mm turret but It would not take a huge amount of new parts for them to adapt their 
high bustle turret for that so I’m hoping that’s on their roadmap for future releases. 

All in all I found this kit to be a welcome addition to my collection. I will probably build mine as A 
Soviet Emcha as I have  a number of Colibri decal sheets for M4A2’s that give a wide range of  
attractive options. The Asuka  kit  mirrors the Zvezda offering  to the extent that they both include 
markings for ‘CAESAR’. I had to spend a lot of time and throw a lot of replacement parts to get 
my Zvezda build up to an acceptable standard that approaches what Asuka now provide out of 
the box. The Asuka kit offers much better accuracy and detail combined with a wider range of 
construction options and as such represents good value for money. As with any injection mould-
ed kit, you can always do some extra detailing to your own taste.  
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WINGLEADER'S WESTLAND WHIRLWIND IN WORLD WAR TWO 
(PHOTO ARCHIVE No.19) BY NEIL ROBINSON 

by Pete M. 

One of our original aims with this series was to cover the lesser known types in as much detail 
as the more famous aircraft. Pretty much top of this 'lesser known' list was the Westland Whirl-
wind which has always captured the imagination of many of us, with its sleek lines and powerful 
armament. In a different set of circumstances, the Whirlwind could easily have been as famous 
as the Mosquito or Beaufighter and just as effective. 

In the end, just two squadrons flew the Whirlwind into action and only 116 examples were built, 
each costing roughly £lm in today's money. Despite this rarity, some decent photos were taken 
by the Press and combined with photos from the personal albums of the pilots who flew the 
Whirlwind, we've managed to create an in-depth pictorial tribute to this forgotten fighter. 

Neil Robinson has once again proven to be a very safe pair of hands when it comes to any RAF 
type and his research into the fine details of both colour schemes and technical mods really 
brings this one to life. We must also say particular thanks to all the chaps behind the Whirlwind 
Project who looked through the final manuscript and fine tuned many small but important de-
tails. 

We hope you enjoy this venture into the rarer WW2 types, if it's successful then expect to see a 
few more in due course, anyone fancy an Anson or Albemarle? 

Mark Postlethwaite, Series Editor. 
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Continuing on in this series from Wingleader comes this issue written by Neil Robinson covering 
this iconic RAF aircraft that due to circumstances, only equipped two operational squadrons. 
Printed in their now familiar A4 landscape format, the 72 pages progress from the prototype 
through to the first production series, first operational use, adaption to the 'Whirlybomber' armed 
with either 2 x 250lb bombs or 2 x 500lb bombs mounted on the wings outboard of the engine na-
celles. 
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Many very sharp photos show the transitions as the aircraft was further refined and the many col-
our plates give modellers notes regarding the colours, markings and details of each. 
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Several well known photos taken at a press day follow showing 'staged' shots and various crew 
photos follows along with many taken during operations including several taken during Operation 
'Starkey' where the Whirlwinds received white noses and black on their outer wing surfaces with 
2 white stripes as a recognition feature. Contrary to popular belief, this was not the Dieppe raid, 
but a series of raids between August and September 1943 carried out in the Boulogne - Pas de 
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There is also a section covering varied details such as the cockpit, landing gear, engine nacelles, landing 
flaps and the four 20mm Hispano Mk. I cannon armament. 
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Overall, as with the other books in this series, if one is going to model a Westland Whirlwind 
fighter, then this is a very good reference point to do so. 
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Check out our Website gallery for photos taken of models at our 
monthly meetings 

 
http://ipmsauckland.hobbyvista.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And as usual - check out the IPMS Auckland website  as we’re trying to keep the content  a bit more dy-
namic.  We won’t be regurgitaƟng content found on other websites but will provide links to sites we think 
are of interest to members.   

 
 


