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NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 16th November  

Leys InsƟtute (upstairs) 

20 Saint Marys Road 

Ponsonby 

COMMITTEE  
Chairman - John Swarbrick Craig Sargent 

Secretary -  Brett Peacock Lance Whitford 

Treasurer -  Mark Robson Keith Bunyan 

 Mike Maran 

EDITOR: Lance Whitford 
  e:  lancewhitford@hotmail.com 

WEBMASTER: Robert Willis 

  e: jaxbw@orcon.net.nz 

EMAIL: ipmsauckland@gmail.com 
  
WEB: ipmsauckland.hobbyvista.com 
 
YAHOO: 
 groups.yahoo.com/group/ipmsauckland 
 
FACEBOOK: 
      Link from the IPMS Auckland Website 

From the Editor 
It’s been an eventful month with our MOTAT event, Armistice 
in Cambridge and with organising the upcoming meeting 
schedule after last month’s double booking. Things have been 
sorted out via the council’s new online booking system with 
one notable exception. We were unable to secure the 3rd 
Tuesday in February 2018 and have had to reschedule that 
month’s meeting to the 4th Tuesday being 27-Feb-2018.  
 
Due to a job offer I will be living and working in Sydney from 
December through February. Thanks to the marvels of mod-
ern technology I intend to continue producing the newsletter 
while I’m away.  

 

Craig Sargent and I flew the flag for IPMS while Brett Shar-
man made a day trip down on Saturday. The weekend was 
very enjoyable with a large number of Military themed activi-
ties going on plus a model competition and a separate mode 
display. Here are a few shots I took featuring some of the out-
door attractions 
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BULLETIN BOARD 
NEW MEMBERS AND SUBS  ******  2017/18 PAST DUE ****** 

Subs for 2017/18 now past DUE ‐ see below for club account details or see the club secretary  

at the next club meeƟng. 

   

IPMS BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 

03 0162 0012960 00 

Please add your name and details 
so we know who has paid! 

Membership 
Type 

Description Cost 

Full Living in the Auckland Metropolitan Area NZ$45 

Out Of Town Living 75km or more from central Auckland  NZ$30 

Junior Same rights as full membership for those under 16 NZ$25 

EVENTS 
CLUB NIGHT EVENTS 
IPMS Auckland Meet on the 3rd Tues-
day of every Month at the Leys Institute 
(upstairs), 20 Saint Marys Road, 
Ponsonby 
Next meeting : Tuesday 19th September Bring, 
Buy and Swap meet.  
 
 
 
 

 

MODELLING EVENTS 
 

• November  Workshop on Natural Metal Finishes  
Theme: Cars Truck & Bikes  

• December  Social Event, Venue TBC.  

• January  One Night Quick Build  

• February  Basic and advanced Masking tutorial.  
NOTE. DUE TO BOOKING DIFFICALTIES 
THE FEBRUARY MEETING WILL BE ON 
THE 4TH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH 
27‐Feb‐2018 
 

Nothing to report this month 
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BLLETIN BOARD 
 
 

  

 
The following retailers have 
kindly agreed to offer IPMS 
Auckland club members a 
discount on their purchases 
upon presentation of their 
current IPMS Auckland Mem-
bership card.  
The discount only applies on 
selected product lines and 
remains at the discretion of 
the retailer. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ModelAir 
349 Dominion Road  
Mount Eden 
Auckland  
p: 09 520 1236 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Stoker Models 
Cnr Market Rd & Gt South Rd 
Auckland  
p: 09 520 1737 
10% on kits and modelling 
supplies 

 
 
 
 
 
TOYWORLD 
Toyworld Henderson  
56 Railside Rd, Henderson 
Toyworld Westgate   
1 Fernhill Dve, Westgate 
 
15% Off the normal retail 
price on:  
- All models and modeling 
accessories 
- All Hornby 
- All Siku 
- All Schleich & Collecta 
figures and accessories 
- All Meccano 
- Lego (Excludes Lego 
Mindstorm’s they will be 
10% if available as most 
have already been preor-
dered) 
  
(Note: not in conjunction 
with any other promotion) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Merv Smith Hobbies 
 
27 Davis Crescent 
Newmarket 
Auckland 
 
10% off most items on 
presentation of IPMS Auck-
land Membership Card.   
 
 
 
 
 
Avetek Limited 
 
Gwyn and Christina Avenell 
28 Lauren Grove, RD 2, Pa-
pakura,  
Auckland 2582, New Zea-
land. 
p: +64 (09) 298 4819,  
m: +64 (0)27 343 2290 
e: aveteknz@gmail.com 
www.avetek.co.nz 
New Zealand Master Agents 
for: 
Auszac ECO Balsa • Bob 
Smith Industries - Cy-
anoacrylates and Epoxies • 
Airsail International Kitsets 
 

CLUB SUPPORT 

BULLETIN BOARD
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MiniArt T-54B Early Production Soviet Medium Tank  

By Andrew Birkbeck  
 

Background 
The T-54B variant of the T-54 range of Soviet medium tanks was the last major variant prior to the 
introduction of the T-55 series.  Production occurred from 1957 to 1959, and saw the introduction of 
a rifled barrel as the main turret armament, together with a two-plane main gun stabilization system 
which dramatically improved the probability of hitting the target. 

This is the third T-54 kit from MiniArt that I have had the great pleasure of reviewing for IPMS/USA.  
The first, MiniArt Kit #37003, was of the T-54-1 Model 1947, the first production variant of this im-
portant Soviet Cold War warrior.  For this review, see here: 

http://web.ipmsusa3.org/content/t-54-1-model-1947-soviet-medium-tank 

The second was Kit #37012, the T-54-2 Model 1949.  For this review, see here: 

http://web.ipmsusa3.org/content/t-54-2-model-1949-soviet-medium-tank 

The T-54B under review today, like the T-54-1 Model 1947, is an “Interior Kit”, which means it in-
cludes an almost full interior: driver’s area, hull shell stowage, and a superb engine, plus a fairly 
complete turret interior.  For the record, MiniArt seems to have a release program that offers the 
modeller a “first choice” of an “Interior Kit” followed by the release a number of months later of a 
“stripped-down” version, being minus the interior.  I think this is a great marking idea, leaving it up to 
the modeller to decide which form of the kit they wish to invest their hard-earned money in. 
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What’s in the MiniArt Box? 
• 89 sprues large and small of gray plastic parts  
• 2 sprues of clear plastic parts    
• 2 frets of photo etched brass parts  
• 1 sheet of water slide decals with 4 different marking options 
• 1 booklet, with 21 pages of black and white assembly instructions covering 100  assembly 

steps and incorporating a color markings and painting guide 
 
Before You Start Construction 
As I said in my earlier reviews of MiniArt’s T-54 series of kits, before you start construction of this kit, 
you will need to figure out a very important matter: how to create a sane system to keep track of 
where each sprue is on your workbench and the parts thereon.  With over 90 sprues of plastic parts, 
this is quite a task!  I came up with the idea of getting a large document storage box, and a bunch of 
large file folders.  These were then labelled “A”, “Ba”, “Cb”, “Hk” etc and the appropriate sprue(s) 
slipped into each folder.  Then as you need a part, you reach into the storage box and pull out the 
appropriate folder and the sprue(s) contained therein. 

Under Construction 
The MiniArt T-54 series of kits are a tour de force of model engineering.  Whether you tackle a full 
interior kit, or one that is minus the interior detail, each model is loaded down with parts that contain 
the highest levels of detail, and, thanks to CAD, that fit together surprisingly well for incorporating 
such a smorgasbord of parts, both plastic and photo etched brass.  Everywhere you look you find 
crisp bolt detail, fine weld detail, and great representations of cast metal.  Strangely for a kit as new 
as this one, there were a number of arts with “flash”.  This isn’t a big deal as some simple work with 
a hobby knife and sand paper soon eliminates this imperfection, but it was a surprise to see it pre-
sent.  The parts in this kit were without ejection pin marks that were visible once model construction 
was completed with one exception.  One note however before construction begins: make sure you 
have a VERY fine razor saw blade, one such as this available from UMM USA, as seen here:   

http://umm-usa.com/onlinestore/product_info.php?cPath=21_28&products_id=35 

Why?  Because if there is one “fault” to MiniArt kits that I have built, in terms of ease of assembly, it 
is that some very fine parts are attached to the sprues by masses of sprue attachment points.  Even 
though the plastic used by MiniArt in this kit is fairly robust and flexible, there is a risk of damage if 
you try to remove these finer parts from the sprues with regular sprue cutters.  Be warned! 

Construction of the kit starts with the engine components, Construction Sequences 1 through 8.  
MiniArt provides the modeler with incredible detail in this area, a total of just over 40 parts for the 
engine and its hull mount platform.  The fit of the parts is superb, and about the only thing “missing” 
is the wiring harness for the spark plugs.   

Next comes the lower hull plate, part L19, and the start of the torsion bar installation.  MiniArt offers 
the modeler the ability, if they are careful, to install “working” torsion bar suspension, or “fixed” tor-
sion bars.  Study the Construction Sequence (10) carefully to choose the parts appropriate for which 
method you wish to incorporate into your model.  There are a great number of parts that need to be 
free moving if you choose the “working” torsion bar set up, so make sure you are very careful as to 
where liquid cement is used to avoid gumming up the “working” parts.  If you go with the “fixed” tor-
sion bar set up, make sure that you carefully align the parts so that when you come to install the 
road wheels, they will sit evenly. 
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Next in the instructions come additions to the interior of the lower hull plate.  This includes the driver 
position and lower hull shell storage areas.  I noticed that during the construction of this particular 
variant of MiniArt’s T-54 series there were a number of parts that were mis-identified.  The first of 
these appear in Construction Sequence 22.  Here you will find the construction of a multi part box 
shaped sub assembly that fits onto the engine.  At a guess (for I am no engine expert) it is an air 
filter unit.  Parts are Ha4 through Ha18.  The part labeled Ha11 is actually part Ha5.  Also in this 
Construction Sequence, there is a shell for the main gun listed as Ha2 that attaches to the hull side-
wall. It is actually part Na2. In Construction Sequence 23, part Gf8 is shown only from the rear, and 
thus you are clueless as to which way is “up” (the detail is on the front of the part).   
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In Assembly Sequence 26, we come to the assembly of the 10 pairs of main road wheels.  MiniArt 
generously provides the modeler with two distinct variants of road wheels: a version that appeared 
on earlier variants of the T-54 with welded ribbing, and a later all-stamped version no doubt intro-
duced for ease of production.  Be sure to avoid getting the parts for these mixed up when making 
your choice of road wheels.  It was on these road wheels that I noticed a number of instances of 
“flash” appearing.  Nothing major, and fairly easy to remove, but interesting on such a new kit. 

When it comes to the mounting of the main road wheels to the hull, there is a rather poor join incor-
porated by MiniArt.  MiniArt utilizes a “pin”, parts Hm3, that holds the road wheel to the hull, via a 
slotted point that is supposed to fit into a notched groove.  This has not worked once in the three T-
54 kits that I have now worked on, and I suggest dispensing with part Hm3, and gluing the road 
wheels directly to the hub on the side of the hull. 

Another area where MiniArt has its part numbers mixed up is Construction Sequence 30, the con-
struction of the rear hull fuel barrel mounts.  There are two photo etched parts listed as “PE a12” but 
in fact they are parts PE a15.  Also, in Construction Sequence 29, make sure you carefully study 
part Ca30 (rear hull plate), and drill the appropriate holes into it PRIOR to gluing it into place on the 
rear hull. 

When you arrive at Construction Sequence (CS) 34 through 38, you will see a number of rear hull 
engine deck sub assembly sequences. Note that in CS 37 and CS 38, you install four photo etched 
screens atop this detail.  I would advise the modeler to take the time to prime and paint the sub-
assemblies AND the PE screens PRIOR to installation.  Otherwise if you simply glue these parts all 
in place thinking you will paint them later: A/ you risk the screens getting clogged with paint, and B/ 
the screens interfere with the paint reaching the plastic parts underneath. 

Construction Sequences (CS) 39 through 47 cover the assembly of the fender fuel tanks and stor-
age boxes, and their attachment to the fenders.  MiniArt provides the modeler with very delicate fuel 
lines such as parts R10 and R8 in CS 45.  These were attached to the sprues by no fewer than 16 
(!!) attachment points.  Despite utilizing a very fine razor saw, these parts both broke as I attempted 
to remove them from their sprues.  Also in CS 43, photo etched parts are once again misidentified.  
Parts “PE a13” are actually parts PE a12. 

Construction Sequence 48 covers the tank tracks.  The track parts are individual links, are beautiful-
ly detailed, and are WITHOUT any injection pin marks, so bravo to MiniArt for this!  However, each 
track link is attached to its respective sprue by four attachment points that need careful clean up, 
and there are 90 links per side!  I would suggest say cleaning up 10 links per modeling session over 
multiple sessions, to avoid “parts clean up fatigue”!! 

In Construction Sequence 49, you will find that tow cable parts Kb1 are fairly well detailed as such 
parts go, but again there a numerous sprue attachment points which tend to mar the braided cable 
texture of these parts.  My solution was to remove the “cable” section, drill out the tow loop ends, 
and instead utilize an appropriate diameter of the superb line of Eureka brand cables.  I love Eureka 
cables because the wire material they use is so forgiving when it comes to bending the cables to the 
angles required. 
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Next comes the assembly of the turret interior parts, and the detail that MiniArt has managed to in-
corporate into these “Interior Kits” is really nothing short of breath-taking!  About the only thing 
“missing” is any electrical cabling that links the various sub units together in such a turret interior.  
The molded-on detail of the various small parts is amazing, and the fit of the parts one to another is 
excellent.  The key to success in assembling all the various sub-assemblies into a “whole” is careful 
study of the instructions, and making sure that each sub assembly goes EXACTLY where it is sup-
posed to.  Get this right, and everything manages to fit onto the two main turret parts, R33 (lower 
turret ring) and L1 (turret shell).  There are some molding flaws on the interior of turret shell part L2 
which need removing.  I utilized a scalpel blade with a curved blade, together with some appropriate 
grit sand paper to achieve a superior finish. 

 

Following the interior of the turret, comes the exterior turret parts.  Note there are alternative parts 
for “night operation mode”, so study the instructions carefully and make notes as to which mode you 
want your model in.  The exterior turret grab railings that are attached in Construction Sequence 80 
(parts Tc3 and Tc2) are very fragile and once again probably have “too many” sprue attachment 
points for their own good.  Five in the case of parts Tc3, so extreme care is necessary when remov-
ing them from the sprue, and cleaning up the attachment points and seam line.  Also, yet another 
misidentified part appears in Construction Sequence 82.  The large part listed as “L6” is actually L4. 
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The exterior hatch-mounted 12.7 mm DShK anti-aircraft heavy machine gun, Construction Se-
quence 92 through 95, is a gem.  Consisting as it does of nearly 30 extremely well detailed photo 
etched brass and plastic parts, it is far and away the best example of this gun in 35th scale that 
comes in a T-54 or T-55 kit.  On the other hand, the D-10T main gun barrel comes in the kit as a 
one-piece unit with a small photo etched part for the barrel tip.  There is excellent detail around the 
bore evacuator and barrel tip.  The modelling quality is such that the gun is not warped, and the 
mould line the runs the length of the barrel is relatively easy to remove using sanding sticks, sand 
paper and steel wool. 
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Paint and Decals: 
MiniArt provides the modeler with four marking options.  All are for Soviet/Russian vehicles, 3 in 
standard “Soviet Green” and 1 in a green/white “winter” scheme. All are from the 1950’s/60’s time 
period, though no specific units are listed, nor exact geographical locations or dates.  Based on my 
experience with the previous two MiniArt T-54 variants I have built, I presumed the decals would be 
perfectly serviceable, and conform well to the standard setting solutions such as MicroSet/Sol, Mr 
Color’s range of decal setting solutions, or Tamiya’s etc.  HOWEVER, having built two Soviet T-54s 
already, I decided to utilize a simple set of aftermarket water slide decals from the “Star Decals” 
range (www.star-decals.net), sheet 35-950 “Modern African Wars, Part 1” for the kit under review.  I 
chose a Somalia Army tank in overall green, with yellow markings.  I painted the model using Mis-
sion Model Paints.   

I first airbrushed the kit in my favorite primer, Tamiya rattle can “Fine Surface Primer Light Gray”.  
This is an acrylic lacquer product and one of the best primers on the market IMHO.  I first get a 
bucket of hot water from the tap and immerse the rattle can in the water for 5 minutes.  I remove 
and dry the can, and then shake the living daylights out of it, to insure a thoroughly mixed can of 
paint.  The hot water heats the paint, thus allowing it to flow better, and by heating the can, I also 
increase the pressure within the can, thus providing a higher PSI as the paint exits the spray nozzle.  
This is particularly helpful when the can is less than a quarter full near the end of its life.  The Tami-
ya primer leaves the model with a very smooth surface once fully cured, and doesn’t obscure the 
fine detail on the kit parts.  It adheres very well to both injection molded plastic parts as well as pho-
to etched brass parts.  I let the primer cure for at least a week.  I then airbrushed Vallejo Black acryl-
ic primer over the entire model.  This was allowed to cure for three days. 
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The Mission Models Paint Russian Green 4BO (MMP-031) was thinned utilizing their own thinner.  
For panel shading, I took the base green and added some MMP-019 Dunkelgelb Late 1944.  I then 
found a couple of additional green colors from my various paint stores, and airbrushed these ran-
domly about the place, including various fuel cells, hatches, etc.  This to break up the “uniform 
green” look of the original MMP color.  This isn’t necessarily accurate, but it certainly is appealing to 
my eye, in a sort of “Impressionist” way of painting a model kit.  Like the original Impressionists from 
the late 1800s, my intention isn’t to portray life “with complete accuracy”, but rather to give the view-
er something interesting to look at.  My model, my way of enjoying the hobby, and I have found 
many people enjoy looking at this way of depicting a vehicle model. 

Once the paint had cured for a couple of days, I airbrushed a few thin layers of Tamiya X-22 onto 
the model, and applied the decals, of which there were only four in total.    I utilized the Gunze 
Sanyo setting solution combo (blue top, green top), and after allowing them to dry for 24 hours, ap-
plied some light coats of Tamiya X-22 to seal the decals. 

After the final clear coat was given a couple of days to cure, I mixed up some dark brown oil paint 
“wash”, and applied it liberally to the areas of raised detail and in the various recesses.  This was 
allowed to dry for 24 hours before some Q-tips dipped in odorless mineral spirits were used to re-
move any excess “wash” and clean up “tide marks”.  The model was then left alone for 72 hours to 
allow the oil paint wash to set up, before a few light coats of acrylic matt clear were applied.  My fa-
vorite is AK Interactive’s “Ultra Matt Varnish AK 183”, the “matt-est” matt on the market.  I airbrush 
this without thinning it, straight from the bottle.  All my paints are airbrushed utilizing an Iwata HP-C 
and the paint is sprayed at between 12 and 15PSI depending on the consistency of the paint (if thin 
for post shading, then 12PSI, but otherwise 15PSI for most applications). 
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I then took a suitably dark grey colour from the Vallejo range of acrylic paints and mixed a couple of 
drops with a drop of distilled water, plus a dab of Vallejo airbrush thinner to break the surface ten-
sion.  I snipped off a small piece of sponge from a sheet I have of this material, and dipped the 
sponge material in the paint utilizing some tweezers.  I then wicked most of the paint off on a paper 
towel, and then proceeded to dab the paint-covered piece of sponge randomly about the model, 
“chipping” the Soviet Green paint.  I then repeated this process using a dark rust color, only less so.  
I added to the “chipping” using both these colours, and a fine tipped brush, making scratch marks 
etc. 

Once this was dry, I got out two suitable “rust” colours from my store of artists’ oil paint, mixed these 
up with some odourless mineral thinner, and went about beating up the vehicle’s condition.  Given 
the climactic and environmental conditions in Somalia together with a generally “lax” vehicle mainte-
nance environment, I decided to add a fair bit of “rusted metal” to this model tank.  Besides, the rust 
colour helps give “life” to an otherwise “green” vehicle.  

The tracks were hand painted utilizing Vallejo “Track Colour”, a dull rusty brown colour.  Various 
shades of “rust colour” oil paint was utilized as “washes” for the tracks. I then airbrushed some 
Tamiya XF-57 Buff over the running gear and parts of the lower hull as “road dust”.  A very light 
coating was applied to the entire vehicle. 

The AA gun was attached to the turret, and the turret to the hull, and the whole model given a few 
light coats of AK Interactive Ultra Matt Varnish to seal the whole deal. 

In conclusion:  I very much enjoyed the challenge of this model kit with its full interior.  It was a very 
time-consuming build, though due to the excellent fit of most of the parts, it wasn’t in any way a frus-
trating build.  The end result of all one’s effort is a really great model kit.  If you are looking for a 
great T-54 kit, you need look no further than the MiniArt range.  This kit is HIGHLY recommended 
for its superbly detailed parts, and excellent parts fit.  My sincere thanks to MiniArt for allowing IPMS 
USA to review this wonderful model kit. 
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Airfix new tool 1/48 Junkers Ju 87B-1 Sturzkampflugzeug (Stuka)  
By Brett Peacock 

158 pieces (plus a number marked as 
not used) $ 85.00 NZ from Modelair. 

 

7 grey sprues and 1 clear. Cartograf decals provide 2 Options 
- 1 German, 1 Spanish Nationalist. 
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Despite the fact that it was the B-1 variant that fought the majority of the battles that earned the 
Stuka it’s fearsome reputation in the first 18 months of the Second World War it has not been kit-
ted before by any of the major manufacturers who concentrate on the B-2 and R variants of the 
Classic Stuka type, a variant which was only coming into service after August of 1940, by which 
time the Stuka’s vulnerability to any fighter opposition had been clearly shown, leading to its’ with-
drawal from the front lines of the Battle of Britain. Indeed, as a result, the development of the D 
types had been accelerated by the end of 1940 and it was entering service less than a year later, 
shortening the expected life of the B-2 and the R type (with extended range via drop tanks). 

 So, how does this new kit stack up? (Apart from being “Yet another German plane?”)  

Well, it stacks up very, very well indeed. Firstly it is amongst the best of the “New” Airfix kits with 
lovely petite engraved (and some raised, where apropos) detail (but few rivets) and what I have to 
describe as the best non-resin Stuka Cockpit I have ever seen (Including 1/32 and 1/24 kits!) The 
first 20 or so steps in the instructions are devoted to just the cockpit!   Accurate dihedral and an-
hedral on the cranked wings are achieved with a neat spar piece which mounts under the floor of 
the cockpit and its’ construction (it has a number of attachments you need to include) is part and 
parcel of the cockpit. There are a number of options tucked away in the instructions: First you can 
build it with a complete, exposed engine or simply “all buttoned up” for flight. The flattened tyres 
are 2 position: install with flat down for a landed aircraft or round tyre down to mount on a stand 
and have it in flight - as simple as a tab which mount into a slot in the spat in one of two ways. 
(Another related option requires removal of about 2mm from the top of the spat halves (marked 
by an engraved line internally!) to shorten the U/C length and simulate a loaded airframe. (A 
VERY neat solution!) 
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The main part of the kit is four largish sprues and the 3 remaining sprues are of particular interest 
as they point to more than 1 future kit being planned. These three sprues ALL pertain to the en-
gines and cowlings and propeller parts. (in addition one of the main sprues include 2 main load 
bombs (500 and 1,000kg bombs as well as Drop tanks) I am fairly sure a B-2 and an R variant are 
not far off, now. Especially as the Radiator for a B-2/R, is one of the parts marked as unused. Also 
2 propellors are included, one standard and one paddle bladed (the R propeller) as well as 2 ex-
haust types – the straight outlets (B-1) and the curved Ejector style outlets.(B-2 and later) Both 
styles of supercharger intake are also on these sprues, rounded (B-1) and squared (B-2/R). To 
make a B-2 or R you only need new Cowling parts  (mostly the top cowling with new oil cooler in-
take, which changed significantly on the B-2. 

 

Updated: A new variant is expected in Q4 2017: 1/48th Junkers JU-87B-2/R-2 Stuka - ref. A07115 

Source: http://www.airfix.com/uk-en/shop/new-for-2017/junkers-ju87b-2-r-2-1-48.html 

• Scheme 1 - Ju87R-2 S1+AK 2./ST.G. 3 Greece Spring 1941 
• Scheme 2 - Ju87B2 T6 + AN 5. STG.2 ‘Immelman’ Libya May 1942 

 

 

 

 

But, interestingly, D and G variants are also liable to be considered. (Yes, the wings are on easi-
ly to change parts of their sprues. Another giveaway is that the wing MG fairings are provided as 
separate inserts. (The famous Sirens are also present on the main sprues) 

Unlike other Stuka kits (I have not actually seen the Italeri kits yet, but I’m given to understand 
that they have multiple “issues”) Airfix gives you a number of not seen before features- notably 
positionable elevators 
and rudders and scale 
mountings for the flaps 
and ailerons - moulded 
as part of the flaps and 
ailerons. They WILL 
require extreme care 
when assembling. The 
canopies in my exam-
ple look to be excellent 
(Chatter about flaws in 
this area has been 
heard) and they cor-
rectly call out which 
frames are internal and 
which are external. 
Airfix also provide 2 
gunnery position glass 
pieces, 1 un-armoured 
and one with armour. 
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The instructions are in the current Airfix style of Cad images with colour to aid in part location. 
And cover every step clearly and in detail with color callouts by Humbrol paint numbers -
(Surprise!)in 92 steps (with about 20 of these being optional). Decals are, as you might expect, in 
perfect register with good colours and extensive stencils and an instrument dial decal, but no 
swastikas or part thereof. (Something Airfix really should address, either with parts or a small 
add-in sheet for non EU exports.)  

John at Modelair has one 
on the bench and reports 
that the only real issue is 
fitting the Closed up cowl-
ing to the rest of the kit – 
it’s a good fit, but needs a 
lot of care and some filler 
to align and disguise the 
joins. Others report that 
there are some poorly 
placed ejector pin marks 
and sink marks but none 
are serious or unfixable. 

Conclusion: “New Airfix” 
continues to impress with 
their choice of subject, fi-
nesse of mold-making and 
design. By adding in Car-
ftograf decals you can be 
sure of a world class prod-
uct in the box As Tom Cleaver said in his review of their Mk I Hurricane “Best. (Stuka.) Kit. 
Yet. 
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Gaspatch 1/48 Henschel Hs 123B-1  
By Brett Peacock 

• 188 plastic parts,  

• 35 PE parts.  

• £35.88 GBP from Hannants.  

• 5 Marking options. 

 

The Henshel Hs 123 was the predecessor of the Junkers Ju87 in Luftwaffe service, serving as a 
close support aircraft from 1936 until none were left in late 1944. (Although a few in Spanish ser-
vice were not retired until the early 1950’s – which means it long outlasted its successor, much as 
the Swordfish did in RAF service.) Prior to this year the only 1/48 mainstream kit of the 123 was 
the now rather elderly Esci/Italeri/AMTech molding, which is of the Hs 123A-1. (The top wing is a 
combination of metal skin forward of the main spar and fabric aft of the same. The B-1 has an all 
metal main wing, ailerons and elevators.) These sprues cover most of the changes 
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The major flaw of the design was the limited carrying capacity, either 4x 50kg bombs under the 
lower wing or 1 250 kg bomb under the fuselage, but not both. It’s low speed turned out to be 
something of an advantage, like the swordfish, it was so slow that the attacking fighter had to slow 
almost to a stall to get a good shot. And the Henschel was still a biplane, so it was very agile in the 
air and was armed with 2 13mm Machineguns, so could defend itself quite well. 

Hs 123A   Hs 123B  

Some idea of just how useful the 123 was to the Reichswehr was that the RLM enquired with 
Henschel about restarting production in 1942, 4 years after the last was made in 1938. Unfortunate-
ly the tools and dies had been recycled for their metal content, so the Luftwaffe had to soldier on 
with those they had, until they were all gone. 

In 2017 Gaspatch  
Models from Greece 
- Best known for their 
WW1 Turnbuckles 
and accessories in 
1/32 scale – have 
released 2 kits of this 
important Luftwaffe 
aircraft in 1/48, one 
each otf the A and B 
models, with all the 
differences and op-
tions covered for the 
modeller. The B kit 
has an all-metal top-
wing and alternate 
lower wing under-
surfaces so an air-
craft with Spatted 
and Un-spatted (and 
Semi-Spatted!) un-
dercarriage may be 
modelled, as each 
option meets the 
wing in a differing manner. 
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The kit comes in a very sturdy, beautifully printed, full colour box with a rather nice painting of a 
Henschel in flight to a target. Inside you will find 1 sheet of Decals, 1 smallish PE fret, jam packed 
with tiny parts and seatbelts, a pre-cut jig made of still card to correctly align the Undercarriage with 
the wing and fuselage (Why has this not been part of  many, many other kits until now??) Six plastic 
bags contain  7 sprue trees of Tamiya like mid grey plastic and 1 tree with the Windscreen, gunsight 
and navigation lights in very clear plastic. The one bag with 2 sprues within, has only small parts 
and accessories so scuffing of main airframe will not be an issue. The decal sheet comes in a re-
sealable plastic sleeve which also contains a set of vinyl masks for the windshield, inside and out. 
(Gaspatch also sell a set of airframe camouflage masks separately.) I splashed out on a set of the 
new Xtradecals for the Henschel (48182) which also includes a Pre-war trainer, decked out in white 
script, on the 3 colour Splinter camouflage, and a Post war overall silver Spanish marking.  
 

The parts themselves are very well done, 
very much like a mainstream manufacturer, 
with tiny sprue points and delicate en-
graved detail, but there is no fine riveting. 
The engraving is somewhere between the 
best Airfix (as on their Walrus and Mus-
tang) and the best Eduard, as on their New 
Bf 109s and Fw 190’s. Without comparing 
it to a set of good drawings I cannot com-
ment on its overall accurace but every part 
looks like it is thoroughly researched and 
the major patrts are very close to the old 
Esci dimensions – and I have never heard 
anyone say that that kit has major issues 
as to general shape.  
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One thing that may surprise people is that this single-seat biplane is so Large - the fuselage is al-
most the same length as a Junkers 87 and the two wings are a bit shorter in span (it’s a Biplane, go 
figure!) but overall it stood something like 3 meters high, and the cockpit was twice a man’s height 
above the ground.  

The one caveat I have about this kit is the Engine cowling. Esci made the cowling split fore and aft, 
creating a very awkward join line right around the circumference. Gaspatch have adopted a seg-
mented approach with five or six sepa-
rate segments to be CAREFULLY as-
sembled into a complete cowl. Fortu-
nately this mirrors the Actual construc-
tion of the cowling, so any joints fall on 
actual joints, but it still means a very 
delicate process needs to be followed 
precisely. The engine that sits within is 
however a highlight, with full ducting 
and piping, a delicate push rod array 
and a cowl brace. I do not see a resin 
replacement improving so much as to 
be worth the extra money. 

And lastly we come down to the instruc-
tions and decals. To deal with the de-
cals – They are by Cartograf - enough 
said, they will be superb. 

 

The instructions 
are also very 
good, utilising a 
close facsimile of 
Wingnut Wings 
instructions style 
(Sans as many 
reference photos.) 
It seems that eve-
ry detail has a 
paint callout and a 
clear illustration of 
it positioning. Top 
marks for these 
instructions also! 
(they also show 
the use and align-
ment of the Jig as 
well!) 

 

Since their Hs123 releases early in this year Gaspatch have also released a WW1 biplane, the 
Salmonsen. I will look forwards to future releases from them, if they can maintain this standard. 
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Check out our Website gallery for photos taken of models at our 
monthly meetings 

 
http://ipmsauckland.hobbyvista.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And as usual ‐ check out the IPMS Auckland website  as we’re trying to keep the content  a bit more dy‐
namic.  We won’t be regurgitaƟng content found on other websites but will provide links to sites we think 
are of interest to members.   

 
 


